Traumatic Brain Injury Services Coordinating Council (TBISCC)
Meeting Minutes
Thursday, September 18th, 2025, 10:00 am — 1:30 pm
One Commerce Plaza, 99 Washington Avenue, Albany, NY
16" Floor, Conference Room 1613
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Attendance Council Members Present (in-person): Brigette Hartman-DeCenzo (OASAS), Clifford Hymowitz,

Michael Jabonaski (DOH), Paul Partridge (OPWDD), Evan Seiden (SED), Kate Berryan, Crystal Collins

(Justice Center), Christina LeBeau, Maxine Smalling (OMH), Joanne Scandale, and Miriam Kragness

Council Members Present (via Webex): Megan Clothier

Council Members Absent: Dr. Jeffrey J. Bazarian, Edward Devitt, Brent Feuz, and Maureen Hanse

DOH Staff (in-person): Michael Chittenden, Thomas Rees, Susan Lawless, Tyler Winne, Trang

(Tiffany) Tran-Lee, Richard Lehnert, and Sonya Warren

Note: The meeting was conducted in-person and via Webex.
Welcome / T. Rees (DOH staff) called meeting into order at 10:07 a.m. and conducted roll call. Quorum was
Announcement / achieved. Have Council
Review of Old members identify
Business J. Scandale introduced herself as a new member of the Traumatic Brain Injury Services Coordinating an action item

Council. She has been working with people with brain injury since 1989.

M. Kragness introduced herself as a new member of the Traumatic Brain Injury Services Coordinating
Council. She is a psychologist who worked in organizational consulting until her son had a motorcycle
accident and suffered a brain injury. She began focusing on professional work in brain injury and has
specialized in neuropsychology. Her son lives in a group home in Minnesota, and she would like to have
him move back to New York. She is dedicated to all victims of brain injury.

C. Hymowitz shared that he would like to leave the meeting with an action item for everyone to work on
to help keep moving forward with progress.

they would like to
be addressed for
the next meeting.

NY Public Health
Law § 2744 (2024)
Draft presentation
by Michael
Jabonaski

M. Jabonaski (DOH) drafted a document for the Council to review entitled “Laws of 2023, Chapter
642,” which outlines legislation signed by the Governor impacting the Council's work and the history
behind the law.

C. Hymowitz raised concern regarding the Office for People with Developmental Disabilities prominent
place in the recommendations in the document.

Identify specific
topics that the
Council agrees to
focus on for the
upcoming
meeting.
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M. Davison stated it might be helpful to have a look into a different system to see what is working for
other departments and what can be utilized to help everyone.

K. Berryan says a goal of the legislation is to create a vision of the total universe of people with a
traumatic brain injury to evolve into a larger system for all persons with traumatic brain injury. The
legislation was drafted off the gaps within the system in order to help those with a traumatic brain injury.

M. Jabonaski stated that a document provided with the meeting materials outlined the legislative intent
and refocused the group on the next steps. He reiterated that the Council’s task is to develop the action
items needed by January 2026. Those focus items are required to be posted on the State website.

M. Kragness stated that the Council should develop a clear goal, based on the needs of the population
served.

J. Scandale stated that there has been a considerable change in the demographic of the people who
are served who have a traumatic brain injury. Initially many individuals with a traumatic brain injury were
young men with traumatic brain injury. Currently, this population is comprised of people who are over 65
years old and have experienced falls with injury. The definition of mild/moderate/severe injury has
evolved over time. People with a traumatic brain injury were worked into the existing systems, with no
system built from the ground up for people with a traumatic brain injury. We’re experiencing terrible
backlash because they are people who once had lives, hopes, dreams and that all got destroyed or
radically changed and we don’t have a system in place to help them formulate what their next steps are
going to be. We are just drawing pieces from other supports. We need to work together to coalesce.

M. Smalling (OMH) says because the diagnosis of TBI proceeds payments, and the focus on payments
limits ongoing supports and services and we should work with agencies more collaboratively to assist
with the unique needs of participants.

C. Hymowitz says he believes the Council should do a better job identifying traumatic brain injured
individuals more explicitly. He is encouraging a registry to help identify those with a traumatic brain
injury.

M. Smalling (OMH) says it would be good to have the Council make a recommendation. The Council
may want to consider having a meeting to brainstorm addressing specific issues. The Council chose to
move the December meeting to November to accomplish this task.
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K. Berryan says families need support as much as traumatic brain injury survivors need support.

C. Hymowitz expressed concern for recent cuts or restrictions to the Good Neighbor Program and
Nursing Home Transition and Diversion Waiver. He feels these program changes should be reviewed for
restoration.

M. Jabonaski (DOH) informed the Council that the NHTD waiver is in process of being reviewed and
says we need to focus on solutions to take care of people rather than building a new platform. It is
incumbent upon the TBI program and health care system to cater to the people. The payment stream
should be immaterial to the individual. Technology could be helpful in identifying those with a TBI
diagnosis as well as identifying the gaps in services that hinder full participation in the community — we
can parse out issues in a draft report and will discuss in the November meeting.

Resolution for
Meeting Quorum
followed by Open
discussion

M. Jabonaski (DOH) motioned to vote on Amended Resolution No. 01-22 which allows any member
who has a disability as defined to count towards quorum while attending remotely as long as they appear
on camera as allowed under the New York State Open Meetings Law.

B. Hartman-DeCenzo (OASAS) seconded the motion.

Members voted on the resolution; 11 yes: 0 no. The motion carried.

T. Tran-Lee (DOH staff) shared that because we have not had quorum for two meetings this year, we
need to add another meeting in addition to the scheduled for December 4, 2025.r- Council members
agreed upon an additional date of November 12, 2025, for a meeting.

T. Rees (DOH staff) motioned for the new meeting for November 12" to be added.

M. Davison seconded the motion.

Members voted on the added meeting, 11 yes: 0 no. The motion carried.

Meeting minutes needed to be approved for three prior meetings of September 26, 2024; March 27,
2025; and June 5, 2025.

Another meeting of
the TBI Council was
scheduled for
November 12, 2025,
to ensure all meeting
requirements are met
and to allow for more
work to be done to
meet all deadlines.
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Members reviewed the meeting minutes for these three meetings.
M. Jabonaski motioned for the September 26, 2024, meeting minutes to be approved.

M. Davison seconded the motion.

Members voted on the meeting minutes to be approved, 11 yes: 0 no. The motion carried.

C. Hymowitz motioned for the March 27, 2025, meeting minutes to be approved.

K. Berryan seconded the motion.

Members voted on the meeting minutes to be approved, 11 yes: 0 no. The motion carried.

K. Berryan motioned for the June 5, 2025, meeting minutes to be approved.

C. Hymowitz seconded the motion.

Members voted on the meeting minutes to be approved, 11 yes: 0 no. The motion carried.

Public Comment

There was no public comment.

Adjournment

Meeting was adjourned at 12:55 p.m.
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