Traumatic Brain Injury Services Coordinating Council (TBISCC)
Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, November 12, 2025, 10:00 am - 1:30 pm
One Commerce Plaza, 99 Washington Avenue, Albany, NY
8" Floor, Conference Room 820

Topic Discussion Action/Next
Steps/Who/When
Attendance Council Members Present (in-person): Michael Davison, Michael Jabonaski, Maxine Smalling, Evan
Seiden, Crystal Collins, Paul Partridge, Brigette Hartman-DeCenzo, Christina LeBeau, Kate Berryan,
Joanne Scandale, and Miriam Kragness
Council Members Present (via Webex): Clifford Hymowitz
Council Members Absent: Jeffrey Bazarian, Maureen Hanse, Brent Feuz, Edward Devitt and Megan
Clothier
DOH Staff (in-person): Michael Chittenden, Thomas Rees, Susan Lawless, Tyler Winne, Trang (Tiffany)
Tran-Lee, Richard Lehnert, and Sonya Warren
Note: The meeting was conducted in-person and via Webex.
Welcome / T. Rees called meeting into order at 10:10 a.m. and conducted roll call. Quorum was achieved.
Announcement/Ap
proval of Minutes M. Jabonaski motioned to for the September 18", 2025, meeting minutes to be approved
B. Hartman-DeCenzo seconded the motion.
Members voted on the meeting minutes to be approved, 12 yes: 0 no
NY Pub Health L § | M. Jabonaski shared draft summarizing recommendations the Council discussed in previous meetings.
2744 (2024) Under PHL § 2744, as amended by bill S. 800/A 016, the Council is charged with making Review the
Draft presentation | recommendations annually. Per the statute, the recommendations must be posted on the Department’s drafted
by Michael website in December 2025. document of
Jabonaski recommendatio
M. Jabonaski expressed that the goal within the document of draft recommendations is to create a yearly | ns that was
report with action items that can be managed within the upcoming year. Over the course of that year as discussed
the action items are accomplished or not accomplished, they can then be carried over to the following year | during the
and new action items added. It was noted that this draft document has been shared at previous Traumatic | meeting. Make
Brain Injury Services Coordinating Council meetings and has been updated with previous meeting edits as are
recommendations and comments. needed based
off of the

Council
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J. Scandale made a recommendation to change the language within the document stating that it would be | members ideas.
best written as “individuals with traumatic brain injuries and their families” to help include not just those Have that

who have a traumatic brain injury but also the family members that are directly impacted.

M. Kragness inquired about needing more data to have a clear starting point and clear objectives

M. Davison suggested that having a set of frameworks might help, and to have an idea of a clear starting
point and that it might also help with funding. M. Davidson further noted we, meaning the Council, also
have a good foundation with Office of People with Developmental Disabilities.

S. Lawless reminded the Council that the draft recommendations had been looked at and worked on in
previous meetings, that the Council was engaged in the review process. She also noted that the Council
should work on editing the draft recommendations so that by the December 4" meeting so that the
Council will be in a position to vote on the recommendations if quorum is achieved at that meeting .

M. Smalling remarked that she has edits that she would like to work on for the next meeting.

M. Kragness pointed out a barrier to traumatic brain injury individuals is that many services are available,
but they are not accessible to all for reasons such as transportation issues.

B. Hartman-DeCenzo noted that we (the Council members) all have the same goal, but we need data to
make decisions and to make recommendations.

C. LeBeau stated that with that data we can measure the return and progress.

K. Berryan agreed that data will show the barriers, and it will then drive the supports that are
recommended.

M. Jabonaski added that the Council can use the data that DOH captures to help with the registry idea
that the Council had been discussing.

C. Hymowitz added that the Council also needed to educate the public on what a traumatic brain injury is.

M. Chittenden noted that data is very crucial for progress and growth and the data is needed first.

completed prior
to the
December 4"
meeting to allow
for a review as
a Council of the
edited
document.
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M. Davison suggested the Council could use Regional intake facilities to possibly help with that data and
find the services needed.

M. Smalling suggested that the Council can use our draft recommendations that we have now and the
data we are able to get to meet the legislation requirements, and added that the recommendations that the
Council are not able to accomplish or the data it cannot get, it can add to the recommendations the
following year.

Planning for future
meeting on
December 4 2025

The draft recommendations were then reviewed one-by-one for the Council to decide feasibility, priority,
and any necessary additions or deletions. The Council reviewed the first two paragraphs under
“Recommendations” and determined that it would be better placed in the “Introduction” section.

The third paragraph regarding Telehealth expansion was edited to include broader technology
advancements for individuals with a traumatic brain injury and will remain as a recommendation.

Members determined that funding rural peer support and services sites, cost-efficient housing models,
collaboration with the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid services on rural initiatives, and support for
guardianship/alternatives to guardianship would remain as recommendations of the Council with some
edits

The next three paragraphs in the document around TBI training and incidence of TBI will be moved to the
“Introduction” section.

A general discussion of the recommendation for the creation of a TBI registry was had. There was
unanimous agreement that a TBI registry should be included in the recommendations put forth by the
Council, with some edits to the included entities and definitions of foundational aspects of the registry.

The final recommendation that will be included by the Council is the promotion of education around brain
injury to include outreach to individuals with a TBI, families and those impacted by TBI, state agencies,
clinicians, and providers.

Open discussion

None
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Public Comment

None

Adjournment

M. Jabonaski motioned for meeting to adjourn
K. Berryan seconded the motion

Meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m.




