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RFA # 20690 
New York State SFS # PART82026 

 
Projects to Accelerate Research Translation (PART) and Innovative, 
Developmental or Exploratory Activities (IDEA) in Spinal Cord Injury 

(Round 8) 
 

QUESTIONS and ANSWERS 
 

November 05, 2025 – December 10, 2025 
Including an applicant conference on December 03, 2025 

 
Please note that the slides from the Applicant Conference are attached to the end 
of this Questions and Answers document for reference. 
 

Letters of Intent (RFA Section IV.C. and Attachment 2) 
 

1. Are Letters of Intent (LOI) required to apply for this RFA, or are they just 
encouraged? 
 
A. Submission of a Letter of Intent is not a requirement of this RFA, though they 

are strong encouraged.  
 

2. Since an LOI is encouraged, is there a deadline to accept them? 
 
A. The LOI form (Attachment 2) was due on 11/19/2025. The LOI is not 

mandatory but is strongly encouraged. See Section IV. C. of the RFA for 
submission instructions. LOI will still be accepted after the deadline.  
 

3. If I did not send an LOI, will my application still be accepted? 
 
A. Yes, your application will still be accepted.  

 
4. How long should the LOI be? Is one page sufficient? 

 
A. Please see RFA Section IV.C. and utilize Attachment 2 when submitting the 

LOI. 
 

5. How do I submit an LOI through SFS? There is no option to submit an LOI.  
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A. Attachment 2 should be used as the LOI and if completed, it must be emailed 
to scirb@health.ny.gov not uploaded to SFS.  
 

6. If I am unable to get my SFS credentials before the LOI deadline, can I just send 
the LOI to EGA directly? 
 
A. As instructed in Section IV.C. of the RFA, Attachment 2 must be emailed to 

DOH at scirb@health.ny.gov.  If you are having difficulty obtaining your SFS 
credentials, please contact the Grants Management Team using the 
information provided below: 

Grants Management Team 
Phone: 518-474-5595 
Hours: Monday – Friday 8:00am – 4:00pm 
Email: grantsreform@its.ny.gov 

 
 

7. Can I submit the LOI as a PI, or should I ask a Grants Official to submit the LOI 
on my behalf? 
 
A. Either a Grants Official or PI may email the LOI to scirb@health.ny.gov.  

 
 
SFS Accounts and Technical Assistance (RFA Section IV.E.) 
 

8. Can we independently register for SFS accounts? Or should I work with my 
organization to obtain a user ID?  Does the PI need to register for SFS 
themselves? 

 
A. See Section IV. N.1, Register for the Statewide Financial System, of the RFA 

for information on registering for SFS:  
 
• Applicants will first need to be registered in SFS and the Grants 
Management portion of the system. Applicants that need to register their 
organization should submit the required form(s) found at the following link: 
Register Your Organization in SFS | Grants Management. Any questions 
related to current and previously existing SFS accounts should be sent to the 
SFS Help Desk (HelpDesk@sfs.ny.gov).  
 
• If you have previously registered and do not know your Username, please 
email helpdesk@sfs.ny.gov. If you do not know your Password, please click 
the “I Forgot My Password” link from the main log-in page and follow the 
prompts.  
 

mailto:scirb@health.ny.gov
mailto:grantsreform@its.ny.gov
mailto:scirb@health.ny.gov
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9. I am unable to locate a copy of the RFA in SFS, where is it located… I am in SFS 
and can view the forms we need to submit but cannot find the RFA. Has it been 
uploaded? 

 
A. This RFA has been posted on the NYS Statewide Financial System website 

at: SFS Public Portal Homepage and additionally, via a link provided on the 
Department's public website at: https://www.health.ny.gov/funding/  

 
From the SFS Vendor 
Portalhttps://esupplier.sfs.ny.gov/psc/fscm/SUPPLIER/ERP/c/NUI_FRAME
WORK.PT_LANDINGPAGE.GBLsearch for Event ID “PART8.” Click on the 
Opportunity link at the bottom of the page. From the “Overview” page, click 
on the box labeled “View Grant Opportunity”. That will open the RFA 
document which may be saved and/or printed.  

 
10.   Do we need to register for the SFS webinars, or can we just go?  

A. Dates and times for webinar instruction are located at the following web 
address:https://grantsmanagement.ny.gov/live-webinars  The website 
indicates “Live, virtual training sessions on how to use the Statewide 
Financial System (SFS) to perform grants management activities were held 
in December 2023. Training sessions were recorded and are available in 
SFS Coach for viewing on demand. SFS Coach can be accessed by logging 
into SFS.”  

 
 

Applicant Conference 
 

11.   Can I get a copy of the presentation? 
 

A. The Applicant Conference presentation slides will be included with the Q & A 
documents published after the Applicant Conference on or about December 
17, 2025.  

 
12.   Can we run ideas on shaping our application by DOH staff?  It is not clear what 

“restoration of function” is. It is not defined by the RFA. Can you clarify this?  
 
A. Department of Health staff cannot provide recommendations on how to shape 

an application. Staff is also unable to advise what will or will not be accepted 
by Peer Reviewers or the SCIRB. It is advised that if one type of funding is 
more applicable to the research that you are conducting to apply for that 
funding type. 

 

https://www.health.ny.gov/funding/
https://grantsmanagement.ny.gov/live-webinars
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13.   Regarding human studies, you state you are not interested in projects that 
would lead to “incremental improvement for SCI patients”, but only projects 
leading to a cure. Can you provide some details about how you came to this 
decision? 
 
A.  Yes. Public Health Law Article 2, Title 4 Spinal Cord Injury Research Board: 

The RFA is written under the advisement of the SCIRB. Bearing in mind the 
purpose of the funds as defined in Article 2, Title 4 of the New York State 
Public Health Law. Specifically, Sections 250 and 251.       
 

 
 
Eligibility (RFA Section II) 

 
14.   As the lead PI can I submit one IDEA and one PART application? 

 
A. Yes, if they are separate projects. However, if a PI submits more than one 

PART and/or more than one IDEA application, all those PI’s applications will 
be disqualified.  

 
15.   Is it permissible for an investigator to apply as PI for one PART/IDEA application 

while simultaneously serving as PI on another PART/IDEA application?  
 
A. If a PI submits more than one PART and/or more than one IDEA application, 

all those PI’s applications will be disqualified. The PI cannot be listed as a 
Co-PI on another application. A PI can be listed as a collaborator on other 
applications. 

 
16.   My project depends roughly equally upon 3 areas of expertise.  Is it possible to 

have three (3) Co-Principal Investigators (Co-PIs), each of whom fulfills one of 
these areas of expertise?  If ‘Yes’, then would I still be considered the ‘Principal 
Investigator’, and my two colleagues would be Co-PIs, or would all 3 of us be 
considered Co-PIs? 

 
A. See Attachment 1 Checklist and Instructions regarding Attachment 3 – 
Applicant Face Page. “The PI is the individual designated by the applicant 
organization within New York State who is responsible for planning, coordinating 
and implementing the program if an award is made. The PI will act as liaison 
between the awarded organization and Extramural Grants Administration (EGA) 
and be required to fulfill technical reporting requirements and submit any revised 
budgets co-signed by an authorized organizational representative.” 
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17.   One of my colleagues (a Co-PI) is still within 10 years of completing his 
Residency.  Can he be identified as an ‘Early-Stage’ investigator, even though 
myself and my other Co-PI do not qualify for this designation? 
 
A. See Attachment 1 Checklist and Instructions regarding Attachment 3 – 
Applicant Face Page. “An ‘Early-Stage Investigator’ is a PI who at the time of 
application, is within ten years of completing a terminal degree or within ten years 
of completing a medical residency. Early-Stage Investigators will be identified, 
and their career stage will be considered at the time of review.” 

 
18.   Please advise if foreign subcontractors/components are allowed on the NY 

SCIRB grants? 
 
A. Yes, NYS does allow foreign components, such as subcontractors. However, 

at time of the award, the State may require the subcontractor to provide 
information the State needs to determine whether a proposed subcontractor 
is a responsible vendor. See the NYS Master Grant Contract Section IV.B. 

 
 
Miscellaneous 
 

19.   I understand that I must use the forms provided for all portions of our 
application.  Is it OK to delete the italicized instructions on each form, thereby 
providing more room for our response?  Similarly, is it OK to delete the heading 
‘Attachment 15 - Work Plan Narrative’ on all but page #1 of the work plan 
narrative?  Same for the Biosketch form? 
 
A. The Italicized sections of Attachments 7, 8, and 11 instruct applicants to paste 

the information in that space; as such it may be removed.  The heading may 
be deleted on Attachments 12, 13, and 15. 

 
20.   I am attempting to submit the application through SFS and can access the RFA 

but cannot input any data into the application. How can I obtain assistance with 
this issue?  
 
A. For technical and navigation assistance with SFS: 
 

State Financial System Technical Support Help Desk 
Phone: 1-877-737-4185 toll free / 518-457-7737 
Hours: Monday – Friday 8:00am – 8:00pm 
Email: helpdesk@sfs.ny.gov 

 
 

mailto:helpdesk@sfs.ny.gov
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21.   What do I do if I accidentally submit my application before it is ready? 
 

A. Once an application is submitted, it cannot be retrieved or changed. 
Please ensure all information is correct prior to submitting an application in 
SFS. If you need to withdraw the application, please notify the SFS Help 
Desk (above) for guidance.  

 
22.   For the IDEA award, it states for the term contract the following: 

IDEA contracts will be awarded for a multi-year term of up to two years during     
the time period 5/1/27-4/30/29. Can you confirm if the dates are correct?  We 
are  applying now in January 2026 but the funds, if awarded, will become 
available in May 2027, which is over 1 year from the application date?   
 

A. Yes, the contract dates listed in the RFA are correct and represent the 
timeline from RFA to contract based on review and approval periods 
outlined in NYS Procurement Law. 
 

23. Are there still Salary caps?  What limitations are there for State Employees? 
 
A. The Executive order formerly noted in RFAs is no longer listed in the RFA.  
Compensation for work on the project is effort based.  State Employees would be 
calculated in the same manner. 
 

24. How do you define Dependent Research Staff? 
 

A. Dependent research staff refers to individuals who play a supportive role 
in the scientific development or execution of a project. These staff 
members are often listed as senior/key personnel and may include roles 
such as co-investigators, collaborators, or consultants. They contribute to 
the project’s scientific direction and may receive part of their salary based 
on their contributions to the project.  

 
25. Are there any other page restrictions other than the Workplan Narrative? 

 
A.  Please refer to Attachment 1 – Checklist and Instructions for all page 

limits/restrictions.  Each attachment listed in the document will note what 
page limits if any are related to them. 

 
26. What type of comments are you expecting on the Lay Abstract (attachment 7)? 

 
A. Please see Attachment 1 – Checklist and Instructions  regarding expectations 

for the Lay Abstract. 
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27. The PART program allows the following: "annual direct costs of up to $275,000 
per year plus Facilities and Administrative costs up to 20% total modified indirect 
costs.' We plan to include a subaward. Please confirm that sub-awardee's 
indirect costs are not counted towards the $275,000 direct cost limit (i.e. the lead 
organization's direct costs and the sub-awardees direct costs can equal $275K 
per year and both organizations indirect costs are on top of this amount). 
 

A. Per the RFA, Section C. Available Funds, Projects to Accelerate Research 
Translation (PART) will be up to three years with annual direct costs of up 
to $275,000 per year plus Facilities and Administrative costs up to 20% 
total modified direct costs. See RFA Attachment 1 - Application Checklist 
and Instructions for allowable expenses. 
 

28. We are applying for PART/IDEA Round 8 DOH01-PART82026. We are having an 
issue with the template provided for Attachment 9. Year 2 operation cost is not 
populating in the summary page. I’ve redownloaded it and it still didn’t work. Can 
you please let me know how to work past this issue? 

 
A. An addendum has been published regarding this. The corrected 

attachment can be found on the DOH Funding Page 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.health.ny.gov/funding/
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Applicant Conference December 3, 2025

Extramural Grants Administration

Projects to Accelerate Research Translation 
(PART) and Innovative, Developmental or 
Exploratory (IDEA) in Spinal Cord Injury 

(Round 8) RFA
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Today’s Agenda

1. Administrative Items
• Deadlines and Requirements

2. RFA Overview
• RFA currently posted in the 

NYS SFS

3. RFA Attachments
• Attachments 1-25
• Expenditure Budget
• Online Work Plan

4. Review and Award 
Process

5. SFS Overview

6. Your Questions
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Administrative Items
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Important Dates

Letter of Intent & COI: Nov 19

Substantive questions due: Dec 10

Questions, answers 
and updates posted: Dec 17

Applications due: Jan 07, 2026
by 4PM EST

EMAIL
scirb@health.ny.gov

https://esupplier.sfs.ny.gov/psc/fscm/SUPPLIER/ERP/
c/NUI_FRAMEWORK.PT_LANDINGPAGE.GBL

See RFA cover sheet 

https://esupplier.sfs.ny.gov/psc/fscm/SUPPLIER/ERP/c/NUI_FRAMEWORK.PT_LANDINGPAGE.GBL
https://esupplier.sfs.ny.gov/psc/fscm/SUPPLIER/ERP/c/NUI_FRAMEWORK.PT_LANDINGPAGE.GBL
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Administrative Requirements 

• Not-for-profits must be Registered and Prequalified in the 
NYS Grants Gateway (RFA Section IV.N)

• Properly prepare and submit all required Forms (RFA and 
RFA Attachment 1 – Checklist and Instructions)

• Freedom of Information Law (RFA Section V.B)

• SCRIB Board Members are not permitted to participate in 
an application
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RFA Overview
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SCIRB’s Mission & Goal

Stimulate high-quality, innovative spinal 
cord injury (SCI) research that will help 

promote treatment and cure for SCI, 
including methods for reversing paralysis 
or restoring function caused by injury, or 

for minimizing or preventing damage 
occurring during acute phases of injury. 
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Who May Apply? 
• Applicant  must be a New York State not-for-profit organization or 

governmental organization

• The eligible Principal Investigator (PI), designated by the applicant 
organization, has the skills, knowledge, and resources necessary to 
carry out the proposed Work Plan, and is not a postdoctoral fellow or 
other dependent research staff. 

• A PI may only submit one (1) application for an IDEA award and one (1) 
application for a PART award. 
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Eligibility to Apply also includes 
• The PI/PD can not be restricted from receiving Public Health Service 

(PHS) funding or debarred by the United States Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) or any other federal or New York State government 
entity (see RFA Section II.)

• The application cannot propose: support for a research center,
support for a Phase III clinical trail, or
expansion of enrollment for an ongoing clinical trial
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Available Funds

Approximately 
$5 million is available to support 

approximately 
Five to fourteen (5 -14) 
PART & IDEA awards
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Anticipated Contract
Three (3) years for PART

• Anticipated Contact 
period: 05/01/2027 
through 04/30/2030

• Annual direct costs 
are capped at 
$275,000 per year
o Facilities and Administrative (F&A) costs 

up to 20% of modified total 
direct costs

Two (2) year for IDEA
• Anticipated Contact 

period: 05/01/2027 
through 04/302029

• Annual direct costs are 
capped at $150,000 
per year
o Facilities and Administrative (F&A) 

costs up to 20% of modified total 
direct costs
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Purpose of the PART
• Foster the translation of results from basic (preclinical) 

research into the next research phase 

• Investigate a well-developed problem or research hypothesis 
focusing on cures for SCI paralysis or the prevention of 
paralysis following trauma
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Successful PART applications should 
propose

Investigate a well-developed problem or research 
hypothesis focusing on cures for SCI paralysis or the 
prevention of paralysis following trauma. 

• Cohesive and sharply focused
• At least one Translational aim/goal (animal or human 

studies)
• Fundamental and applied approaches 
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Purpose of the IDEA
• Preliminary testing of novel or high-risk hypotheses 
• Applying novel approaches and methods 
• Challenging existing paradigms or developing new 

paradigms 
• Considering an existing problem from a new perspective. 
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Successful IDEA applications should 
propose

A high likelihood that the results will yield the opportunity to 
apply for future funding from other sources. 
• Highly speculative, exploratory, or high-risk 
• Application or development of state-of-the-art 

technologies, tools or resources for SCI research
• Innovative or developmental 
• Test new hypotheses based on research grounded in a 

non-SCI research area
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RFA Attachments 1-26
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Attachment 1: Application Checklist and Instructions 

• Mandatory Pass/Fail Items

• Appendices Information

• Application Penalties 

• Prescribed Format

For Applicant use 
only, do not 

email or upload
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Attachment 2: Letter Of Intent (LOI) See RFA p. 10

Provide the following using the LOI Form:

• Descriptive title of the proposed project

• Summary paragraph of the intended project

• List all participants involved in the proposed project 

Email to 
scirb@health.ny.gov

mailto:scirb@health.ny.gov
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Attachment 3: Applicant Face Page
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Attachment 4: Sub-Applicant Face Page
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Attachment 5: Staff, Collaborators, Consultants and Contributors 
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Attachment 6: Acronyms and Abbreviations
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Attachment 7: Lay Abstract
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Attachment 8: Scientific Abstract
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Attachment 9: Applicant Budget 



12/23/2025 | 26

Attachment 10: Sub-Applicant(s) Budgets - All Years
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Attachment 11:  Revision Status
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Attachment 12:  Biographical Sketch(es)
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Attachment 13: Facilities and Resources
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Attachment 14: Workplan Summary Form 
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Attachment 15:  Work Plan Narrative

A. Specific Aims 

B. Significance

C. Background and 
Preliminary Results

D. Research Design and 
Methods 

E. Literature Citations 

PASS/FAIL 
PAGE LIMITS
Sections A-D:

• 20-page limit 
for PART

• 10-page limit 
for IDEA



12/23/2025 | 32

Attachments 16 & 17:  
Human & Vertebrate Animal Subjects
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Attachment 18: Other Support
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Attachment 19: Conflict of Interest From (COI) 

Complete the OPTIONAL Form:

• Up to 3 (three) individuals or organizations they 
believe may have a conflict of interest

• These forms were due with  the LOI by the due date 
of 11/19/25

Include in the email 
to 

scirb@health.ny.gov
if relevant 

mailto:scirb@health.ny.gov
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Attachment 21: Minority & Women-Owned Business Enterprise Requirement Forms  

• MWBE Utilization Plan (3 pages)

• MWBE Utilization Waiver Request 

• Staffing Plan   

• Equal Opportunity Policy Statement

• Instructions 

https://ny.newnycontracts.com/FrontEnd/VendorSearchPublic.asp
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Attachment 22: Vendor Responsibility Attestation 
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Attachments 23-25 – Contract Terms, Conditions and M/WBE Requirements

ATTACHMENT A-1:  AGENCY SPECIFIC TERMS AND CONDITIONS

ATTACHMENT A-2:  PROGRAM SPECIFIC TERMS AND CONDITIONS

ATTACHMENT M:  PARTICIPATION BY MINORITY GROUP MEMBERS AND 
WOMEN WITH RESPECT TO STATE CONTRACTS: REQUIREMENTS AND 
PROCEDURES  
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Attachments 26 – Gender-Based Violence
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Review and Award Process
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Review and Award Process
• Administrative Pass/Fail  

• Peer Review Process

• Spinal Cord Injury Research 
Board (SCIRB) Review 

• Contract Execution
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Review Criteria

PART
1. Research Plan  60%

2. Translational Clinical Potential  20%

3. Budget  20%

IDEA
1. Research Plan  60%

2. Impact  20%

3. Budget  20%
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Project Narrative / Work Plan Outcomes

• The application may not include any scientific, 
budgetary or commitment overlap with other awards 
that will be active beyond the anticipated start date of 
the award

• Funded projects shall not include program 
implementation which goes beyond the contract 
period
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Debriefing 

• All applicants may request a debriefing by sending an email 
to scirb@health.ny.gov. 

• Requests must be received no later than 15 calendar days 
from date of award or non-award announcement. 

mailto:scirb@health.ny.gov
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SFS Overview
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Create Accounts:  
https://www.osc.ny.gov/state-vendors/portal/enroll-vendor-self-service-portal

Transition from Grants Gateway:  
https://grantsmanagement.ny.gov/transition-sfsl

Vendor Portal:  
https://esupplier.sfs.ny.gov/psc/fscm/SUPPLIER/ERP/c/NUI_FRAMEWORK.
PT_LANDINGPAGE.GBL

(http://tiny.cc/rf4txz)

https://www.osc.ny.gov/state-vendors/portal/enroll-vendor-self-service-portal
https://grantsmanagement.ny.gov/transition-sfsl
https://esupplier.sfs.ny.gov/psc/fscm/SUPPLIER/ERP/c/NUI_FRAMEWORK.PT_LANDINGPAGE.GBL
https://esupplier.sfs.ny.gov/psc/fscm/SUPPLIER/ERP/c/NUI_FRAMEWORK.PT_LANDINGPAGE.GBL
http://tiny.cc/rf4txz
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Search for 
Event ID: 
PART82026
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Key Steps – Responding to a Bid Event

As part of a response to a bid event, you will be:​

 Reviewing key dates, information, and instructions provided by the agency.

 Answering general questions, such as contact information, and an address for where 
the funds will be used or spent.

 Responding to application questions setup by the agency.​

 Entering the budget and work plan information (if applicable).​

 Submitting your total bid amount.​



12/23/2025 | 51

Navigating to In-Process Bid Response
- If you have saved your bid response and navigated away from it (e.g., 
you didn’t have time to submit or SFS timed out due to inactivity), you can 
navigate to the Event Details page to pick up where you left off.
- Select the # In-Process link.
- On the resulting page, click the View/Edit button for the bid response 
you had worked on.
-
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Entering Your Budget & Work Plan Information

Once you have saved your in-process response, you can begin entering 
your budget information. 

Select the Period Details - #  link under the Period column to access 
budget information.
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Budget Properties

Select the Budget properties link.
Review the Budget Header Information. 
Review Budget Category Properties 
section (including Narrative), noting which 
rows have Available in Grant checked. 

Note: This section was completed by the 
agency to help the grantee understand 
which Budget Category(s) require a 
response. Grantees will need to scroll 
down to view the sections they are 
responsible for updating.
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Budget Properties (cont'd)
Under the Period Budget Summary section located at the bottom of the page, click the 
Category Details icon for the available budget categories that you are requesting grant funds 
for and enter the applicable amount.
Click the Save button to save your changes.
Click the Back button to go back to the previous page.
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Submitting Your Bid Amount
- Once you return to the Bid Response page, enter Your Unit Bid Price which must 

equal the total Grant Funds Requested amount for the period.

- Click the Submit Bid button to submit the bid response for agency review.
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Quick Contacts & Links
Extramural Grants Administration
New York State Department of Health
Phone: 518-474-7002 
scirb@health.ny.gov

SFS Technical Support Help Desk
Phone: 877-737-4185 / 518-457-7737
Hours: Monday thru Friday 8am-8pm 
helpdesk@sfs.ny.gov
(Application Completion & Policy)

Grants Management Team
Phone: 518-474-5595
Hours: Monday thru Friday 8am-4pm 
grantsreform@its.ny.gov
(Registration Questions)

https://esupplier.sfs.ny.gov/psp/fscm
/SUPPLIER/?cmd=login
https://grantsmanagement.ny.gov/tran
sition-sfs

mailto:scirb@health.ny.gov
mailto:helpdesk@sfs.ny.gov
mailto:grantsreform@its.ny.gov
https://esupplier.sfs.ny.gov/psp/fscm/SUPPLIER/?cmd=login
https://esupplier.sfs.ny.gov/psp/fscm/SUPPLIER/?cmd=login
https://grantsmanagement.ny.gov/transition-sfs
https://grantsmanagement.ny.gov/transition-sfs
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Your Questions
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Thank You!
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