NYS Department of Health/AIDS Institute

Criminal Justice Initiative

| Intent: ProvideHIV/STD/HCV prevention interventions and support services in DOCCS

facilities as well as short-term transitional services. This initiative consists of 25 contracts with

13 agencies and is supported by State and CDC Funding.

_Contracted In-facility Services:

Client Recruitment: outreach activities within correctional settings that are designed to engage
and recruit inmates at high-risk for HIV/STI and hepatitis C and HIV-infected inmates into
proposed program activities and services provided by DOCCS or other community-based
organizations providing services within correctional facilities.

Prevention Interventions and Support: structured interventions and activities proven to be
cffective and that use evidence-based models and risk reduction strategies to build health
protective skills, promote prevention behaviors, and support long-term behavior change for
inmates. These interventions may be delivered by funded staff or by peers with the
support/oversight of funded staff. ‘

‘Peer Educator Training: activities to train incarcerated peers to provide HIV/AIDS, STI and

hepatitis C related information to other inmates. Peer training services also include the pr0v151on
of peer support, supervision and ongoing skills development for peer trainees,

Anonymous HIV Counseling and Testing, Referral and Partner Services: provision of
anonymous HIV counseling and tésting to inmates at high risk of HIV infection who are unaware
of their status with a focus on identifying new cases. Confirmed cases must be referred and

. linked to medical care and partner services after converting anonymous test results to

confidential.

Prison Hdtline Services: a telephone hotline for the provision of information and referrals,
support services and transitional planning to high risk and HIV infected individuals incarcerated
in NYS correctional facilities.

Contracted Transitional Services:

Transitional Planning for HIV Positive Inmates: time limited/pre-release activities that are
,desigﬁed to connect HIV positive inmates with community based services and ensure a
continuum of health care. The intent of this intervention is to establish referrals with health care
providers, housing and other community based agencies the releasee will access upon release;
services begin up to 6 months prior to release.




Community Services Coordination upon Release: coordination and implementation of
community services as scheduled during the in-facility Transitional Planning process for HIV
positive men and women returning to the New York City area (5 boroughs and Long Island).
Community Services Coordination for individuals begin immediately upon release and may last
for up to six months after release.

Positive Pathways Pilot Program: a program to identify new and existing HIV positive inmates
who have not disclosed to, and/or are not in treatment with, DOCCS medical for the purpose of .
linking to and maintaining medical care and treatment. The program is facility based but
continues 6 month post-release to facilitate treatment adherence.

Project START at Re-entry Units: an evidence-based 6-session individual-level risk reduction -
intervention (2 in-facility, 4 in the community) designed to eliminate or reduce risk behaviors for
HIV, STI and hepatitis C after release. All sessions are completed by the same contractor staff,

Additional Community Resources:

Health Resource Portfolios: AIDS Institﬁte supported development of informational packets
containing health related materials and condoms to be given to every inmate as they are released
from 16 pre-selected DOCCS correctional facilities with the highest release rates.

NYS Condom Program: an AIDS Institute supported initiative with the purpose of increasing
‘the availability of condoms to prevent the transmission of HIV and many other sexually
transmitted diseases. Eligible organizations request free male and female condoms, personal

lubricant, dental dams and finger cots to then provide to sexually active individuals in their

communities.

e Provider network and communication mechanisms - all accomplished through contractor
staff. AIDS Institute contract management staff participate in quarterly meetings
between DOCCS medical and AIDS Institute administrative staff.

. 3 top recommendations/considerations for the health home pilots to address/incorporate

1) Health Home access training for contractor staff who provide Transitional Plahning,
Community Services Coordination and Positive Pathways programs to facilitate client
enrollment in a Health Homes.

2) Inclusion of Health Home informational me.terials in Health Resource Portfolios.

3) Coordination of Health Home enrollment with DOCCS staff providing transitional
services and/or health care.
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