! ADM NI STRATI VE DI RECTI VE ! TRANSM TTAL: 96 ADM 13
DI VISION: Tenporary
TO Commi ssi oners of Assi st ance
Soci al Services

DATE: July 17, 1996

SUBJECT: Limtations on Hone Relief Benefits for New Residents

SUGGESTED !
DI STRIBUTION: | Incone Mintenance Directors
' Medi cal Assistance Directors
I Food Stanmp Directors
I Staff Devel opnent Coordinators
| CAP Coordinators
1
i
CONTACT !
PERSON: I Call 1-800-343-8859 and ask for: Tenporary Assistance
' Regional Representative: Region 1 - 3-0332;
I Region 2 - 4-9344; Region 3 - 4-9307; Region 4 -
I 4-3231; Region 5 - 3-1469; Region 6 - 212-383-1658.
I Medical Assistance - Shari N edbal ec - 3-5503
ATTACHVENTS: !
I General Assistance State Mxi mum Standards of Need
I (on line)
l
l
FI LI NG REFERENCES
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ADMs/ | NFs Cancel | ed lLaw & Ot her
I Legal Ref.
311. 1(a) SSL
352.29(i) 131-a(3)
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l. PURPCSE
This directive advises social services districts of the limtations
on receipt of Hone Relief benefits as required by Chapter 81 of the
Laws of 1995.
. BACKGROUND
Chapter 81 of the Laws of 1995 anended section 131-a(3) of the Socia
Services Lawto limt Home Relief benefits to new residents.
[, PROGRAM | MPLI CATI ONS
As a result of this change, persons entering New York State from
anot her state, country or territory will either be ineligible for
recurring Home Relief benefits, or eligible for |ower benefits, for
the first six nonths after establishing residency in New York State.
I V. REQUI RED ACTI ON

A. Publ i ¢ Assi st ance

Persons entering New York State and seeking Horme Relief will now
receive limted Hone Relief benefits as follows:

For the first six nonths after establishing residency in New
York State, Home Relief benefits are linited to the standard of
paynent in the state, territory or possession in which the
person or famly resided immediately prior to establishing
residency in New York State. However, in no event can the grant
be greater than the grant for which the person would otherw se
be eligible for if he or she did not cone fromoutside of New
York State.

State residency is gained by an individual by noving into New
York State voluntarily with the intention of naking his/her hone
in the State and not for a tenporary purpose.

State residency is lost by an individual by noving outside of
New York State voluntarily with the intention of making his/her

hone outside this State. Tenporary absence from New York State
with subsequent returns to New York State, or intent to return
when the purposes of the absence have been acconpli shed, does

not interrupt continuity of residency.
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Once New York State residency is lost by an individual, any

subsequent return to New York State will subject that individua
to the six nonth linmtation on Hone Relief benefits.

The six nmonth period starts on the first day of the nonth the
person establishes residency in New York State. For exanple, if
the person establishes residency in New York State on January
28, the six nmonth period starts on January 1 and woul d end on
June 30. The person receiving a reduced benefit would be
eligible for a normal benefit anmount beginning July 1.

If there is no general assistance programin the previous state,
territory or possession, Horme Relief cannot be paid for the
first six nonths after establishing residency in New York
State. (The attached chart represents all of the U S states
and territories with a general assistance progranj.

Hone Relief benefits cannot be paid for persons entering New
York State fromoutside the United States, its territories or
possessions for the first six nonths after their establishing
residency in New York State.

It should be noted that refugees can continue to receive 100%
federally f unded benefits under t he Ref ugee Cash
Assi st ance/ Refugee Medical Assistance Program They are
entitled to 100%federally funded benefits for the first eight
nonths fromentry into the United States.

"The standard of paynent which woul d be avail abl e under the | aws
of another state" refers to the attached schedul e of conparative
grants (Attachnent) which will be in WHE. This schedule lists
maxi mum standards of paynment for those states which financially
participate in or mandate a general assistance program Thi s
schedule wll be wupdated biennially and will be effective on
July 1 of each odd nunbered year, beginning in 1995.

Persons who cone from a state wthout a general assistance
program and who are thus ineligible for Home Relief for six
nonths from establishing residency are not eligible for
assi stance to neet energency needs under the Horme Relief program
during this six nonth period. Persons who cone from a state
with a |lower standard than New York State nay be eligible for
assi stance to neet energency needs under the Home Relief program
during this six nonth period with the following limtations:
they can receive assistance to neet energency needs during the
45 day waiting period up to the paynent standard of the other
state for any given nonth; they can receive "one shot" energency
assi stance during the six nmonth period, but it is limted to the
other state's paynent standard for any given nonth. Referral s
to non-profit or charitable organizations should be made in
cases where energency needs cannot be net or fully net by public
assi st ance. Referrals to Adult Protective Services may be
warranted in some situations.
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The 45 day waiting period for a person who applies for benefits
during this six nonth period and is ineligible for any benefits
during this period, begins with the first application date after
the end of the six nonth period. For exanple, if January is the
first nonth of establishing New York State residence, any
application date after July 1 would be the first day of the 45
day waiting period.
B. Food St anps
Eligibility requirenments for food stanps are unchanged. If a
Hone Relief/food stanp applicant is denied Hone Relief because
of this requirenment, a determination on food stanp eligibility,
under existing rules, nust be nmade wthin 30 days of the
application filing date. The food stanp 30 day processing
requi rement applies even though Hone Relief paynents will not be
nmade until day 45. Al  applicants nust be screened for
expedi ted food stanp processing.
C. Medi cal Assi stance
There are no durational residency requirenents for MA Any
i ndi vi dual who has been denied PA based on the standard of
paynent used in another state nust have a separate MNA
determ nati on nade using the PA Standard of Need in the New York
State county where the applicant is currently residing.
V. NOTI CE REQUI REMENTS

The reason | anguage paragraphs bel ow are for use when an applicant is

affected by the new limtations on Honme Relief. Districts that
produce public assistance closing and denial notices through the CNS
will, by wusing the appropriate reason code, produce the required

reason | anguage.

Districts that use manual notices for denials nust use the
appropriate State nmandated (or approved | ocal equivalent) notice:

DSS-4013: "Action Taken on Your Application: Public Assistance, Food
St anps, Medical Assistance and Services" (Tinmely and Adequate).

When a full explanation of the action will not fit on the notice, an
attachnent will be needed. I ncl ude enough information on the notice
to identify the reason for the action and refer the applicant to the
attachnent for a full explanation. Wen an attachnent is needed, the
Regul atory citation nust appear on the noti ce.

Ineligible - (fromstate with no General Assistance program or from
forei gn country) Reason Code P91

This is because a person whose category of assistance is Honme Reli ef
cannot receive public assistance for the first six nonths after
establishing residency in New York State if:
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The person has noved to New York State froma foreign country,
or the person has noved to New York State from a state,
territory or possession that has no General Assistance program
CGeneral Assistance is a category that sone states have to assist
individuals who are not eligible for the federal assistance

program Aid to Famlies with Dependent Children (AFDC). In New
York State, the GCeneral Assistance program is called Hone
Rel i ef.

General ly, adults without children are in the Home Relief category of
assi stance unless there is an individual in the case who is:

| under age 19, or

! a pregnant wonan, or

i a man living with an applying pregnant woman, if the man is
the spouse of the woman or the acknow edged father of her
child, or

| the caretaker relative of a child who is receiving SSI, or of

a non-applying child whose parent is absent, or incapacitated
or unenpl oyed.

W have determined that your category of assistance is Hone Reli ef
and that you canme froma foreign country or froma state, territory
or possessi on that has no general assistance program Qur
information is that you came to New York State from (worker enter
state or country) on (worker enter date).

This decision is based on Departnent regulations 311.1 (a) and
352.29(i).

Eli gi bl e-1 ower paynent standard (No reason code-this wll print in
the budget section of a CNS produced notice.)

Your grant is limted to the paynent standard in your fornmer state of
residence. This is because a person who has established residency in
New York State within the last six nonths cannot receive public
assistance in the Hone Relief category according to New York
st andar ds when:

The former state of residence has a General Assistance programwith a
paynent standard that is |ess than New York's. GCeneral Assistance is
a category that sonme states have to assist individuals who are not
eligible for the federal assistance program Ad to Fanmilies wth
Dependent Children (AFDC).

General ly, adults without children are in the Home Relief category of
assi st ance.

We have determ ned that your category of assistance is Honme Relief
and that you cane from (worker enter state) on (worker enter date).
You cannot receive public assistance at New York State |evels unti
you have been a resident of New York State for six nonths.
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VI,

VI,

This decision is based on Departnent regulations 311.1 (a) and
352.29(i).

SYSTEMS | MPLI CATI ONS

ABEL will calculate eligibility and the appropriate benefit anount
when the appropriate state code is entered. The upstate codes were
attached to the ABEL transmittal 95-02.

EFFECTI VE DATE

The effective date of this Adm nistrative Directive is July 17, 1996.

Patricia A Stevens
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of Tenporary Assistance



At t achnent

General Assistance
St at e Maxi num St andards of Need

May 1, 1995
State 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 *
Al aska 120 240 360 480 600 720 840 960 120
Ari zona 173 233 233 233 233 233 233 233 0
California 299 490 607 723 824 926 1,017 1,108 91
Connecti cut 552 704 872 1,016 1,145 1,281 1,425 1,566 144
Del awar e 123 166 224 263 324 371 416 461 45
D. C. 265 330 420 513 591 695 797 881 140
Hawai i 418 565 712 859 1,006 1,153 1,300 1,446 147
[11inois 165 278 377 414 485 545 574 604 51
Kansas 267 352 429 497 558 619 680 741 61
Mai ne 499 548 715 932 1,056 1,131 1,206 1,281 75
Massachusetts 392 486 579 668 760 854 946 1,037 95
M nnesot a 203 437 532 621 697 773 850 916 53
M ssouri 80 160 240 320 400 480 560 640 80
New Jer sey 210 289 366 420 480 540 597 655 50
New Mexi co 227 304 381 458 534 611 688 764 77
Ohio 100 138 168 196 218 244 271 314 35
Or egon 286 379 379 379 379 379 379 379 0
Pennsyl vani a 215 330 421 514 607 687 770 853 83
Ut ah 246 342 426 498 567 625 654 685 31
Ver nont 277 308 338 353 384 399 429 459 30
Virginia 243 327 393 457 542 593 655 721 61
Virgin Islands 120 180 240 300 360 420 480 540 60
WAshi ngt on 349 440 546 642 740 841 941 1,075 O
W sconsin 249 440 518 618 709 766 830 879 42

* Represents paynent equivalent to each additional person.



