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TGO  Conmi ssioners of Social Services, Tenporary Assistance Directors,
Medi caid Directors
FROM Patricia A Stevens, Deputy Conmi ssioner, Division of Tenporary
Assi stance and Betty Rice, Director, Division of Consunmer & Local
District Relations
SUBJECT: Medication Grant Program - the Need for Cooperation and
Coordi nati on between Local Departnents of Social Services
(LDSS) and Mental Hygi ene (DVH)
EFFECTI VE DATE: | nmmedi ately

CONTACT PERSON: OTDA: Dottie Millooly (518) 474-9101
DOH  Upstate (518) 474-9130 & NYC (212) 268- 6855

Section 15 of Kendra's Law authorizes the Comm ssioner of the Ofice of
Mental Health (OWH) to provide grants to counties and New York City (NYC) for

the Medication Grant Program (M3P). The M3P provides for medication and
other services necessary to prescribe and administer nedication to treat
individuals with nmental illness while a decision is being nmade on their

application for Medicaid.

In order to qualify for the M3, individuals nust apply for Medicaid prior to
or within one week of discharge or release from a hospital (operated or
licensed by the Ofice of Mental Health) or a forensic or simlar nental
health unit of a prison or jail.

While the law requires that the individual must have applied for Medicaid, it
is probable that nmost applicants will be in need of Tenporary Assistance and
Food Stanps as well. To insure that applications can be filed as early as
possi bl e, DOH, OTDA and OVH have devel oped a cooperative process for handling
t hese applications.

For individuals eligible for participation in the Medication G ant Program
the local DWH, through a Menorandum of Understanding (MOU) wth the LDSS,

wi |l accept applications for Medicaid, Tenporary Assistance, and Food Stanps
and forward applications and supporting docunentation to the LDSS. The date
that the local DWVH receives the signed, conpleted application wll be
considered the application filing date. This will allow the local DWH to

certify that an application has been filed and immediately begin an
individual's eligibility for the Medicati on Grant Program

The local DVH will be required to subnmit a plan to OWH which nust detail, in
addition to other things, the process by which the LDSS or NYC will inprove
the tinmely and expeditious filing of Medicaid applications and coordi nate the
filing of applications for other public benefits.

DOH, OTDA and OVH have devel oped a suggested MOU which will be released with
a Local Conmissioner's Menorandum Additional policy information will be
forthcoming in an Adm nistrative Directive. LDSSs can expect to be contacted
by local DWVH staff to initiate discussions about the inplenentation of the
Medi cation Grant Program




