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TO. Al Local District Conmi ssioners, Medicaid Directors

FROM Betty Rice, Drector
Di vi sion of Consuner & Local District Rel ations

SUBJECT: Expansion to 133% of the Federal Poverty Level
EFFECTI VE DATE: January 1, 2002

CONTACT PERSON: Local District Liaison at (518) 474-8216 or
New York City (212) 268-6855

The Department has just been advised by the federal Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid  Services (CwvB), fornmerly the Health Care Fi nanci ng
Admi nistration, that our State Plan anendnment to expand the Child Health Plus
A level for children age six up to age 19 to 133 per cent of the Federal
Poverty Level (FPL) has been approved. The effective date of this amendnent
is January 1, 2002.

This neans that the famly incone of all children from age one up to age
ni neteen whose Child Health Plus A eligibility is determined using the

poverty levels will be neasured against a single incone standard, 133% of the
FPL. The expanded eligibility criteria for children up to age one wll
continue to be 200% of the FPL. This will elimnate the need for children to

transfer to CHPlus B sinply because they have turned six.

There will be no local share for the program costs associated with this
expansi on, and adm nistrative costs will be reinbursed, subject to certain
limtations.

Directives explaining these changes and related systens support wll be

i ssued.




