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0 None No visible or palpable 
contraction. 

1 Trace Visible or palpable 
contraction with no motion. 

2 Poor Active ROM with gravity 
eliminated. 

3 Fair Active ROM against gravity 
only, without resistance. 

4 Good Active ROM against gravity, 
moderate resistance. 

5 Normal Active ROM against gravity, 
maximum resistance. 

 

3. Imaging and other diagnostic tests. 

a. Imaging refers to medical imaging techniques, such as x-ray, computed tomography (CT), 
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), and radionuclide scanning. For the purpose of these 
listings, the imaging must be consistent with the prevailing state of medical knowledge and 
clinical practice as the proper technique to support the evaluation of the disorder. 

b. Findings on imaging must have lasted, or be expected to last, for a continuous period of at 
least 12 months. 

c. Imaging and other diagnostic tests can provide evidence of physical abnormalities; 
however, these abnormalities may correlate poorly with your symptoms, including pain, or 
with your musculoskeletal functioning. Accordingly, we will not use findings on imaging or 
other diagnostic tests as a substitute for findings on physical examination about your ability 
to function, nor can we infer severity or functional limitations based solely on such tests. 

d. For our rules on purchasing imaging and other diagnostic tests, see §§ 416.919k and 
416.919(m) of this chapter. 

4. Operative reports. If you have had a surgical procedure, we need a copy of the operative 
report, including details of the findings at surgery and information about any medical 
complications that may have occurred. If we do not have the operative report, we need 
confirmatory evidence of the surgical procedure from a medical source (for example, detailed 
follow-up reports or notations in the medical records concerning the surgical procedure in your 
medical history). 

5. Effects of treatment. 

https://secure.ssa.gov/apps10/repository/cfr20/416/416-0919k.htm
https://secure.ssa.gov/apps10/repository/cfr20/416/416-0919m.htm
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