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continuous period of at least 12 months. We do not use the functional criteria in 101.20A, 
101.20B, 101.21, or 101.24. 

2. Medical and functional criteria, birth to attainment of age 3. The medical and functional 
criteria for children in this age group are in 101.24. 

3. Functional criteria, age 3 to attainment of age 18. The functional criteria are based on 
impairment-related physical limitations in your ability to use both upper extremities, one or 
both lower extremities, or a combination of one upper and one lower extremity. A 
musculoskeletal disorder satisfies the functional criteria of a listing when the medical 
documentation shows the presence of at least one of the impairment-related limitations cited in 
the listing. The functional criteria require impairment-related physical limitation of 
musculoskeletal functioning that has lasted, or can be expected to last, for a continuous period 
of at least 12 months, medically documented by one of the following: 

a. A documented medical need (see 101.00C6a) for a walker, bilateral canes, or bilateral 
crutches (see 101.00C6d) or a wheeled and seated mobility device involving the use of both 
hands (see 101.00C6e(i)); 

b. An inability to use one upper extremity to independently initiate, sustain, and complete 
age-appropriate activities involving fine and gross movements (see 101.00E4), and a 
documented medical need (see 101.00C6a) for a one-handed, hand-held assistive device (see 
101.00C6d) that requires the use of your other upper extremity or a wheeled and seated 
mobility device involving the use of one hand (see 101.00C6e(ii)); 

c. An inability to use both upper extremities to the extent that neither can be used to 
independently initiate, sustain, and complete age-appropriate activities involving fine and 
gross movements (see 101.00E4). 

4. Fine and gross movements. Fine movements, for the purposes of these listings, involve use 
of your wrists, hands, and fingers; such movements include picking, pinching, manipulating, 
and fingering. Gross movements involve use of your shoulders, upper arms, forearms, and 
hands; such movements include handling, gripping, grasping, holding, turning, and reaching. 
Gross movements also include exertional abilities such as lifting, carrying, pushing, and 
pulling. 

F. What do we consider when we evaluate disorders of the skeletal spine resulting in 
compromise of a nerve root(s) (101.15)? 

1. General. We consider musculoskeletal disorders such as skeletal dysplasias, caudal 
regression syndrome, tethered spinal cord syndrome, vertebral slippage (spondylolisthesis), 
scoliosis, and vertebral fracture or dislocation. Spinal disorders may cause cervical or lumbar 
spine dysfunction when abnormalities of the skeletal spine compromise nerve roots of the 
cervical spine, a nerve root of the lumbar spine, or a nerve root of both cervical and lumbar 
spines. We consider spinal nerve disorders that originate in the nervous system (for example, 
spinal arachnoiditis), under the neurological disorders body system, 111.00. 
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